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          October 11, 2007 

Public Justice Helps Prevent Further Environmental Damage in WV 

In response to a motion filed by Public Justice on behalf of a West Virginia residents group, a 
federal judge on Oct. 11 granted a temporary restraining order and preliminary injunction against a 
coal company’s plans to permanently bury Appalachian streams and threaten homes and 
neighborhoods in Boone County, WV.    

The Callisto Mine would have permanently destroyed 5,750 feet of streams and tributaries that flow 
into the Little Coal River. The mining company was planning to begin new valley fill activities at the 
site 

Under its Environmental Enforcement Project, Public Justice has been at the fore of court fights to 
stop mountaintop removal mining, which has already buried more than 1,200 miles of streams and 
destroyed more than 387,000 acres of West Virginia forests and mountains. That method of mining 
is also responsible for increased severe flooding in communities near mining sites. 

Public Justice is joined in the Boone County effort by the Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, 
Coal River Mountain Watch, the West Virginia highlands Conservancy, and the Appalachian Center 
for the Economy and the Environment.  

 
 
Contact:  Jim Hecker, Environmental Enforcement Project Director, (202) 797-8600 Ext. 225 
      Deborah Mathis, Communications Director, (202) 797-8600 Ext. 246 
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Public Justice is America’s public interest law firm, supported by – and calling on -- a nationwide network of 
more than 3,000 of the nation’s top lawyers to pursue precedent-setting and socially significant litigation. It 
has a wide-ranging litigation docket in the areas of consumer rights, worker safety, civil rights and liberties, 
toxic torts, environmental protection, and access to the courts. Public Justice is the principal project of the 
Public Justice Foundation, a not-for-profit membership organization headquartered in Washington, DC, with 
a West Coast office in Oakland, California. The Public Justice web site address is www.publicjustice.net. 
 


