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conduct at issue here—which was aimed at subverting the search for truth and justice—has no claim to protection 

under New Jersey’s litigation privilege.” 

 

According to the complaint in Williams, a BASF executive acknowledged during the course of a personal injury suit nearly 

30 years ago that the company’s talc contained asbestos.  BASF agreed to settle the case on the condition that the 

plaintiff and his lawyer keep all the evidence in the case confidential.   

 

In the wake of that settlement, the lawsuit alleges, BASF collected and destroyed all of the evidence that its talc 

contained deadly asbestos.  The chemical giant and Cahill Gordon consistently maintained for more than two decades 

that the talc was asbestos-free, and denied that there was any evidence to the contrary.   

 

The cover-up was finally exposed in 2009 during the deposition of a former chemist for BASF’s predecessor in another 

lawsuit, who testified that BASF’s talc did, in fact, contain asbestos, and that the company had engaged in an elaborate 

cover-up to keep this fact hidden from victims and the courts.    

 

“New Jersey’s litigation privilege was not intended to permit parties to lie to victims and the courts, as BASF and Cahill 

Gordon have argued,” explained Michael Quirk of Williams Cuker Berezofsky in New Jersey, principal author of Public 

Justice’s brief.  “These lies are damaging and need to be exposed.”   

 

In addition to Bryant and Quirk, Public Justice’s legal team consists of Public Justice Foundation Board Member Esther 

Berezofsky of Williams Cuker Berezofsky in New Jersey, and Public Justice Goldberg Attorney Amy Radon. 

 

To read Public Justice’s amicus brief, the plaintiffs’ complaint, and the BASF and Cahill Gordon briefs in support of their 

motions to dismiss, click here. 

 

                                                                                                ### 

 

Public Justice is a national public interest law firm that fights injustice and holds corporate and government wrongdoers 

accountable.  See our website at www.publicjustice.net. 

http://www.publicjustice.net/Resources/Cases/Williams-et-al-v-BASF-Catalyst-LLC-et-al.aspx

