


 

model�Camrys�due�to�a�problem�with�unintended�acceleration,�Hilliard�and�Schafer�used�evidence�that�was�

buried�during�Lee’s�original�trial�to�win�a�new�trial—and�ultimately�convinced�the�State�to�drop�the�charges�and�

release�Lee�from�prison.�

�

5. After�six�years�of�litigation�that�included�a�sevenrmonth�trial�in�Lavender�v.�Skilled�Healthcare�Group,�attorneys�

Tim�Needham�of�Eureka,�Calif.,�Michael�Thamer�of�Callahan,�Calif.,�Chris�Healey�of�San�Diego,�and�Michael�

Crowley,�Patrik�Griego�and�Amelia�Burroughs,�also�of�Eureka,�won�a�$677rmillion�jury�verdict�against�Skilled�

Healthcare�Group,�Inc.—a�forrprofit�corporation�that�owns�and�operates�nursing�homes�throughout�the�U.S.—

for�subrpar,�negligent�care�it�provided�approximately�32,000�residents.��

�

6. For�decades,�Native�American�farmers�and�ranchers�weren’t�getting�a�fair�shake�from�the�U.S.�Department�of�

Agriculture.��While�white�farmers�typically�got�the�lowrinterest�government�loans�they�requested,�Native�

Americans�regularly�did�not.��In�2001,�a�group�of�attorneys�asked�Joseph�Sellers,�a�lawyer�in�Washington,�D.C.,�to�

lead�a�class�action�lawsuit�they�had�recently�filed�against�the�USDA.��After�ten�years�of�litigation�in�Keepseagle�v.�

Vilsack,�Sellers’�twelverattorney�team—which�included�Washington,�D.C.,�lawyers�Christine�Webber,�Peter�

RomerrFriedman,�David�Frantz,�Paul�Smith,�Katherine�Fallow,�Michael�Brody,�Jessica�Amunson,�Carrie�Apfel,�

Anurag�Varma,�and�Phillip�Fraas,�as�well�as�Sarah�Vogel�of�Bismarck,�N.D.—convinced�the�USDA�to�agree�to�a�

$760rmillionrdollar�settlement�with�thousands�of�Native�American�farmers�and�ranchers�around�the�country.�

�

The�winner�of�the�nationally�prestigious�award�will�be�announced�on�July�12�at�the�Public�Justice�Foundation�Annual�

Gala�and�Awards�Dinner�in�New�York�City.�������
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Public�Justice�is�a�national�public�interest�law�firm�that�fights�injustice�and�holds�corporate�and�government�wrongdoers�

accountable.��See�our�website�at�www.publicjustice.net.�


