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of Goldberg, Pike & Besche P.C.
Charges: Negligence, agency
Award: $1,063,000

After speaking to the jurors after
the verdict, Bratt said, he concluded
that they sided with Brown based on
her credibility and that of another wit-
ness — a boy, 11 years old at the time

From left, Thomas J. Minton, Wilhelm H. Joseph Jr., Kathryn Miller Goldman and Public
Justice’s Claire Prestel celebrate the cy pres award to Maryland Legal Aid.

Legal Aid windfall

A national .class action filed in 1999
paid dividends to Maryland Legal Aid,
which received a cy pres award total-
ing $106,000. The money represents
unclaimed funds from the $16 million
settlement between Chevy Chase
Bank and the plaintiffs, who accused
the bank of overcharging on fees.
Goldman & Minton of Baltimore,
Public Justice and Baltimore lawyer
John T. Ward represented the plain-
tiffs in the case; on Wednesday,
Kathryn Miller Goldman, Thomas J.
Minton and Claire Prestel of Public
Justice presented the check to Legal
Aid Executive Director Wilhelm H.

Joseph Jr.
Barbara Grzincic

outside law firm and aii’ outside
accounting firm to look into the
alleged problem. Weeks later, and at a
.cost of $600,000, they concluded that
the allegations were “without sub-
stance.” But the investigation led the
company to push back its earnings
report, a move that, by itself, caused a

" stock-price drop of 5.8 percent.

The June 8, 2006, announcement
that the company’s net income in the
first quarter of 2006 was down 13 per-

) cent, even as sales revenues were up

18 percent, amounted to a “bomb-
he]l " according to the class action
chmplaint, filed July 24, 2006.
'/ Staring down such a suit, Jos. A.
{Bank wanted to know more about
_Foley Lardner’s client and subpoenaed
the, firm in federal court in
Massachusetts. The Milwaukee-based
law firm fought the subpoena, but a

- federal judge there decided the client’s

identity should be revealed to Jos. A.
Bank’s litigation counsel so they could
conduct discovery, which they did.
Armed with publicly . available
information on the investor’s poten-
tially nefarious interest in seeing Jos.
A. Bank falter, the clothier’'s lawyers
sought to unseal their deposition of
the Doe.Client, conduct more discov-
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back arguments that the Maryland
court had overstepped its authority in
expanding on the disclosure ordered
by the Massachusetts court. The First
Amendment does protect the right to
anonymous speech, it noted; that
right, “however, is not unlimited.”

“Once it is recognized that the
deposition of the Doe Client and infor-
mation that it could present could be
relevant and useful to Jos. A. Bank’s
defense of the litigation, the substan-
tial government interest in providing
Jos. A. Bank a fair opportunity to
defend  itself in court is served by
requiring the Doe Client to reveal its
identity and provide the relevant infor-
mation,” the opinion reads.

As of last week, more than 20
investors had “several hundred thou-
sand” shares of Jos. A. Bank, which
closed Friday down 2.67 percent to
$37.97 per share.
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