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During the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848, 
Lucretia Mott warned those working for women’s 
suffrage that, “Any great change must expect 
opposition, because it shakes the very foundation 
of privilege.”

Nearly two centuries later, Mott’s prediction has 
not diminished in truth or timeliness. As we come 
together this evening to observe and celebrate the 
change makers of the plaintiffs’ bar and beyond, 
opposition to justice, equality and opportunity 
continues to push back on the necessary and 
overdue work to realize those goals for everyone. It 
is a reminder that pursuing great change requires 
great work. 

Tonight, we celebrate the remarkable achievements 
of our 2020 Trial Lawyer of the Year finalists. These 
three legal teams have effected remarkable and 
important change through our legal system and 
have secured critical victories for clients impacted 
by the scourge of gun violence, sexual assault and 
corporate misconduct. They provide a reminder of 
the importance of the justice system in securing, 
and preserving, the rights and freedoms of all. 

Even as we celebrate the work of the trial bar, 
however, we must also recognize our own 
responsibilities to do more and do better in pursuit 
of liberty and justice for all. The recent murders 
of Black people by police has exposed not just 
an unacceptable miscarriage of justice by police 
departments, but also the systemic racism and 
discrimination that exists throughout our country. 
I’m particularly proud of Public Justice’s work 

to help communities of color that have been so 
impacted by the industrial food system, and to 
represent two Texas families who recently lost loved 
ones at the hands of jailers. But we can, and must, 
do more. That is why Public Justice is committed to 
continuing our work to empower communities and 
to promote opportunity, champion racial equity and 
create real inclusiveness that makes a difference.

The work ahead will not always be easy, and it 
will be met with opposition from those seeking to 
shield their own privilege. As Lucretia Mott also 
told the crowd in Seneca Falls, “I have no idea of 
submitting tamely to injustice inflicted either on me 
or on the slave. I will oppose it with all the moral 
powers with which I am endowed. I am no advocate 
of passivity.”

We cannot be passive in battling oppression 
and we cannot submit tamely to the opposition. 
Because, as Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has 
reminded us, “We’re still striving for that more 
perfect union. And one of the perfections is for the 
‘we the people’ to include an ever enlarged group.”

Thank you for being part of the Public Justice 
family. Together, we are shaking the foundations of 
privilege and working for a country that lives up to 
its promises and potential.

Beth Terrell, President 
Public Justice Foundation Board of Directors

Welcome to Public Justice’s 38th Annual (and first-
ever virtual) Gala & Awards Ceremony! Though we 
are unable to gather in-person this year as we had 
planned, we are grateful to bring the Public Justice 
family together for this annual celebration of the 
best of the Trial Bar. 

Though the COVID-19 pandemic has, in some 
ways, changed how we work, it has not deterred 
the Public Justice team from taking on critical 
cases and causes that impact our Members, their 
clients and under-served communities. In many 
ways, that work is more vibrant and necessary than 
ever before. From our landmark cases on behalf 
of Smithfield Foods and Amazon workers fighting 
for workplace protections during the pandemic 
to our online resource for attorneys responding to 
attempts to slow down the wheels of justice, I’m 
proud that we have risen to the challenges facing 
our constituents and clients. 

We are also proud to be joined this evening 
by two very special guests. Tonight’s emcee, 
Erin Brockovich, is one of the most prominent 
environmental and consumer advocates in the 
country and has helped communities organize 
for clean air and water when polluters, and local 
governments, imperil public health and safety. And 
our 2020 Champion of Justice honoree, Sandra 
Robinson, embodies the best of our profession. 
For decades, Sandra has not only tried and 
won significant verdicts in high stakes medical 
malpractice cases, she has also mentored young 
people and worked to make our profession more 
welcoming and diverse. These two extraordinary 
women inspire us to uphold the highest ideals  

of advocacy, representation and leadership. 

The months ahead will be challenging. More 
workers will be put in harm’s way by employers 
focused on profit at the expense of employee 
safety. Corporations take advantage of the crisis to 
avoid accountability and circumvent the safeguards 
put in place by the law. And the Administration 
will likely step up efforts to roll back important 
regulations and undermine the rights of the public. 
But our team will continue to use cutting-edge 
litigation and inclusive advocacy campaigns to 
preserve justice and accountability.

All of those efforts are made possible by all of 
you. Even as many firms, families and individuals 
have struggled with a new economic reality, you 
have been steadfast in your support of our work 
and have shown a strong commitment to helping 
preserve access to the courts. We are enormously 
grateful to everyone who has been an ally in those 
efforts, and are especially appreciative of this 
evening’s Gala sponsors, who have stepped up to 
ensure our work keeps going.

Your participation in this evening’s event shows 
that, even during the toughest of times, we remain 
united in our resolve to help those in need.

Thank you. 

Paul Bland, Executive Director 
Public Justice Foundation
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Say the name Erin Brockovich, and people think of the Oscar-winning movie starring Julia Roberts—the 
film that turned this unknown legal researcher into a 20th-century icon. Erin’s dogged persistence and 
stick-to-itiveness was the impelling force behind the largest medical settlement lawsuit in history. She 
hasn’t rested on her laurels. She continues to fight hard and win big. Indeed, Steven Colbert recently called 
Erin “a real live superhero.’’ 

Erin hasn’t just been working with water pollution. She is a consumer advocate working on disease 
clusters, fracking, medical devices, environmental disasters, and more. She is a modern-day “David” who 
loves a good brawl with today’s “Goliaths.” She thrives on being the voice for those who don’t know how 
to yell. She is a rebel, a fighter, and a mother.

Erin learned how to come out on top from her tight-knit Midwestern family in Lawrence, Kansas. She was 
the youngest child of an industrial engineer father and journalist mother. Her parents believed she could 
do anything she set her mind to, if she learned to focus her amazing energy. Because of her fighting 
spirit, Erin has become the champion of countless women and men. She receives thousands of letters and 
emails each month from people who are begging for help and support in their own struggles. Erin proudly 
answers every one of them.

As president of Brockovich Research & Consulting, she is involved in environmental projects worldwide, 

GALA 

Erin 
Brockovich 
Environmental 
Activist / Emcee

from efforts to clean up the water in Hinkley, California to:  helping veterans and residents living at the U.S. Marine Corps Base 
Camp Lejeune suffering from water contaminated with industrial solvents, benzene, and other chemicals; the PFOA outbreak 
found in hundreds of public water systems throughout the country; communities in Italy, Greece, and Australia that are also 
dealing with hexavalent chromium and other toxins in their water. She is also spearheading women’s health campaigns and 
helping those affected by faulty medical devices. The work continues, as people reach out to Erin.

Erin founded The Erin Brockovich Foundation, a nonprofit organization created to educate and empower even more communities 
in their fight for one of the basic foundations of human survival: clean water. 

Erin’s following has grown organically since her story was made into movie and released in 2000. It is a grassroots effort. She has 
almost 650,000 Facebook followers. Her posts get thousands of likes, shares, and comments. She has roughly 30,000 followers 
on Twitter. She receives emails from around the world, and her website gets from 4 to 30 million visitors each month. She is one of 
the most requested speakers on the international lecture circuit and travels the world for personal appearances to help spread her 
message of empowerment. 

Erin is a true American hero whose determination only fuels her desire to expose injustice, and to lend her voice to those who do 
not have one. 

Emcee

List as of as of July 16, 2020



Public Justice is proud to present this year’s ‘Champion of Justice’ Award to Past President Sandra 
Robinson, an extraordinary leader within the legal community and a trailblazer who has spent much of 
her career advancing, and advocating for, opportunities and equality in the legal profession, especially for 
women and people of color.

Robinson, who served as President of the Public Justice Foundation in 2007-2008, made history as 
the organization’s first African-American President. She has also served as President of the Civil Justice 
Foundation, the Women’s Bar Association Foundation and the Trial Lawyers Association of Metropolitan, 
Washington, DC, in addition to having served as the co-chair of the National Bar Association’s Trial Advocacy 
Section, Program Coordinator of the National Association of Black Women Attorneys and a Master in 
the Charlotte E. Ray American Inn of Court, an organization which promotes the ethical and professional 
development of lawyers. She has also been a faculty member of the National Institute for Trial Advocacy.

“Sandra has spent her career breaking down barriers to ensure the legal profession reflects the 
communities we serve,” said Paul Bland, Executive Director of Public Justice. “She is a fierce advocate 
for her clients, but her commitment to equal justice under the law is unparalleled and her dedication 
to ensuring our legal system gives a voice to the voiceless and a level playing field for everyone is 
inspirational. At Public Justice, we’re proud to call her a colleague and a friend.”
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Environmental Activist & Gala Emcee Erin Brockovich

Update from the Executive Director

Public Justice Executive Director Paul Bland
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Staff Attorney Karla Gilbride
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Past President Sandra Robinson 

Presented by Karen Evans of The Cochran Firm 

Trial Lawyer of the Year Finalist Video

North Carolina Nuisance Cases

2020 Huntington Hero Award

Public Justice Member Services Coordinator  
Tonia Allison

Presented by Rose Kohles of Huntington Bank
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Pozner v. Fetzer

Farewell to Outgoing President Beth Terrell

Presented by President Eric Cramer

Announcement of the 2020 Trial Lawyer of the Year 

Award

Presented by President Eric Cramer 
and Executive Director Paul Bland

CHAMPION OF JUSTICE 

Sandra 
Robinson 
Public Justice  
Past President 
2007-2008

Sandra is the recipient of many distinguished awards, including the Marie Lambert Award for leadership given by the American 
Association for Justice Women Trial Lawyer Caucus, the Trial Lawyer of the Year by Trial Lawyers Association, DC and the 
Presidential Award by the National Bar Association (NBA) as well as the Charlotte E. Ray Award of the Greater Washington Area 
Chapter, Women’s Division of the NBA, named in honor of the first African-American woman to practice law in the United States.

Sandra has also been honored as a “Star of the Bar” by the Women’s Bar Association of the District of Columbia for her 
outstanding trial lawyer skills and her service to the community. The Trial Lawyers Association of DC Women’s Caucus renamed 
their annual award in Sandra’s name. She has been featured as a Distinguished Black Woman in the 23rd Annual Scholarship 
Calendar published by Black Women in Sisterhood for Action. She is also the recipient of the ABA’s Tort & Insurance Practices 
Section Pursuit of Justice Award and the Washington Bar Association’s Ollie May Cooper Award. The Black Law Students 
Association of the Catholic University Columbus School of Law named Sandra Alumna of the Year.

Sandra has always made it a signature of her distinguished career to serve as a mentor and role model for the next generation. 
As a member of the DC and Maryland Bars, she has coached moot court teams in the DC Street Law Program and mentored 
students interested in the practice of law. She participates in Law Day programs at public schools and supports other public 
interest efforts. 

Award



Thanks to the generosity of Huntington Bank, the ‘Huntington Hero Award’ will be presented annually in 
honor of a Public Justice staff member who demonstrates exceptional dedication to advancing Public 
Justice’s mission and exemplifies Huntington Bank’s commitment to “looking out for people.” The award 
is accompanied by a $10,000 donation to the Public Justice Foundation in the name of the honoree. 
Nominations were reviewed by a committee to select the staff member who met or exceeded the most 
award requirements. The decision was not easy, as there were many great nominees.

This year’s recipient, Tonia Allison, has been the quiet and unheralded heart of Public Justice’s 
development efforts for nearly a decade. Tonia, the organization’s Member Services Coordinator, ensures 
that financial contributions in support of Public Justice’s work are recorded, processed and acknowledged, 
making her an important primary point of contact for all donors. She works tirelessly to make each 
donor feel connected and invested in Public Justice’s mission. Our monthly membership giving program 
ensures a steady stream of revenue in support of our operations. In 2018, Tonia accepted an award 
from DonorPerfect recognizing the organization for having the highest increase in monthly giving of all 
DonorPerfect clients.

Until Public Justice’s physical offices closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Tonia commuted every day 
from Baltimore, MD. Though she could work for an organization and cause closer to home, her love for, 
and commitment to, Public Justice’s mission has kept her at the organization. Since Tonia started working 

HUNTINGTON HERO

Trial Lawyer of the Year
—  AWARD —

 
Each year, Public Justice is proud to present its Trial Lawyer of the Year Award to the 
trial attorney or legal team who made the greatest contribution to the public interest 

within the past year by trying or settling a socially significant case. 

The cases won or settled by this year’s finalists cover a broad range of public interest 
work, including defending incarcerated youth survivors of assault, taking on factory 
farms ruining the quality of life of low-income communities of color, and an alt-right 

conspiracy theorist targeting the parents of Sandy Hook victims.  
We’re proud to recognize these extraordinary legal advocates for  

their tenacious work on behalf of justice for all.

Tonia 
Allison 
Public Justice 
Member Services 
Coordinator

from home she has played a pivotal role in moving donors who typically contribute by mailed checks to online giving – a critical 
transition that plays an essential role in mitigating the impact of the current crisis on Public Justice’s funding.

Tonia’s volunteer work outside of Public Justice also underscores her embodiment of Huntington’s pledge of “people first.” As 
a member of the Philo Affiliate of the Lambda Delta Sigma Chapter Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Tonia planned fundraisers for 
domestic violence awareness, St. Jude’s, the Susan G. Komen Foundation and the March of Dimes. Those efforts were recognized 
by the sorority last year when Tonia was nominated for their “Woman of the Year” award. 

All of those efforts are undertaken by Tonia with little fanfare or attention for herself. She brings a steady hand, quiet leadership 
and constant positivity to everything she does and is often the last person in the office each evening. 

We are pleased to recognize Tonia’s unflappable dedication to the organization and her critical contributions to our success. Not 
only is this award meaningful to Tonia, but it is also meaningful to the Public Justice staff, donors and supporters who have come 
to know her as a kind, caring and committed member of the Public Justice team and family. 

Congratulations Tonia!

Award



TRIAL LAWYER OF THE YEAR 

Does v. Michigan Department of 
Corrections: Groundbreaking litigation 
enforcing the federal Prison Rape 
Elimination Act in Michigan and 
securing an $80 million settlement
Michigan was one of a minority of states where children 
were incarcerated in prisons with adults. From 2003 to 2017, 
Michigan’s prison authorities placed vulnerable youth ages 14-
17 into cells and units with adult prisoners, supervised by adult 
trained prison staff. Remarkably, they did so without screening 
for risk of assault, and it was not unheard of to place children 
into cells with known perpetrators of domestic and sexual 
violence. These minors were subject to routine and pervasive 
threats and actual assaults, including forced oral sex and rapes 
by both predatory adult prisoners and prison staff.

In 2010, a class action was brought on behalf of these children 
for violation of their civil rights under Michigan’s Civil Rights 
Act and in federal court under both the federal Civil Rights Act 
and the 8th Amendment’s prohibition on cruel and unusual 
punishment. The plaintiffs argued that despite the federal 
government having adopted the Prison Rape Elimination 
Act in 2003 that the Governor of Michigan and the Michigan 
Department of Corrections effectively violated PREA, which 
included required complete separation of youth from adults.

In another 2013 class action, this team representing the youth 
prisoners challenged the constitutionality of Michigan’s Civil 
Rights Act, which did not apply to detained or incarcerated 

individuals. The youth also sought to hold the governor liable for 
his failure to ensure the safety of children in custody and failure 
to comply with federal PREA law. The class action lawsuits also 
focused on the harm caused by sexual victimization by the very 
people who were charged with custody and safety of these 
youth prisoners, and the permanent harm caused by placing 
youth in solitary confinement, sometimes for over a year.

While pursuing their case, the Doe clients were mostly still living 
under the control of their abusers. The plaintiffs were and are 
extraordinarily vulnerable. One wrote to class counsel: “I have 
nobody but you guys.”

Although counsel tried to protect the clients’ identities with 
pseudonyms, in some instances, prison staff uncovered clients’ 
identities. These youth often faced gruesome retaliation from 
guards. In the midst of litigating the case, class counsel initiated 
and prevailed in separate federal litigation to address this 
retaliation, securing equitable and monetary relief.

While the survivors faced retaliation from guards, they also 
faced aggressive litigation tactics by former Attorney General 
Bill Schuette. The team was required to engage in constant 
legal battles, including defending and prevailing in over twenty 
separate interlocutory appeals. One of these appeals addressed 
the question whether prisoners were “persons” entitled to 
the protections of state civil rights laws. The Does legal team 
reviewed hundreds of thousands of pages of documents, 
conducted scores of depositions, and retained numerous top 
corrections and damages experts. The legal team also pitched in 
hundreds of thousands of their own dollars to fund the litigation. 

Deborah 
LaBelle, Law 
Offices of 
Deborah LaBelle, 
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Michael L. Pitt, 
Pitt McGehee 
Palmer and 
Rivers P.C.; Royal 
Oak, Mich.

Richard A. 
Soble, Soble 
Rowe Krichbaum 
LLP, Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 

Jennifer 
Salvatore, 
Salvatore 
Prescott and 
Porter PLLC, 
Northville, Mich.

Nakisha Chaney, 
Salvatore 
Prescott and 
Porter PLLC, 
Northville, Mich.

Cary S. 
McGehee, Pitt 
McGehee Palmer 
and Rivers P.C.; 
Royal Oak, Mich.

Not pictured: Sarah Prescott, Salvatore Prescott and Porter PLLC, Northville, Mich.,  
Beth M. Rivers, Pitt McGehee Palmer and Rivers P.C.; Royal Oak, Mich. 

Though this litigation, the team was able to: force the state to 
separate all youth from adults, and decrease the number of 
youth put in prison from over 400 to less than 25; establish 
that prisoners are entitled to the protections of basic state civil 
rights laws and declare that equal protection rights extend to 
all human regardless of their status; hold the Governor of the 
state personally liable for the harm to those youth detained in 

state prisons; void the State’s administrative exhaustion policies, 
opening up the ability of individuals to challenge unlawful 
detention practices; secure $80 million in damages for the class; 
ensure access to occupational, social, and medical rehabilitative 
services for affected youth; and obtain equitable relief to change 
the culture for how to safely hold, manage, and help rehabilitate 
youthful individuals in detention.

Finalist



NC Nuisance Cases: Hog litigation 
team continues groundbreaking 
victories defending low-income 
communities of color from hog farm 
pollution 
Mona Lisa Wallace, Lisa Blue Baron and Mike Kaeske and their 
legal teams continue their ongoing litigation against the world’s 
largest factory farm pork producer, Murphy-Brown LLC d/b/a 
Smithfield Hog Production, the hog-growing component of 
Smithfield Foods. These involve 500 plaintiffs, 26 separate 
lawsuits, and multiple defense firms representing Smithfield. 
Beginning in 2013, continuing through 2019, and now into 2020, 
the team has continued achieving results. 

In response to the lawsuits, Smithfield ran an aggressive social 
media campaign and hired lobbyists. They tried, and partially 
succeeded, in passing laws to hinder the cases. Nonetheless, the 
legal team conducted five federal trials, each about four weeks 
long, winning each time before the jury. Most recently, on March 
8, 2019, the team won its fifth trial against Smithfield, resulting 
in a combined verdict total in excess of $500 million. While the 
punitive damage cap in North Carolina reduced the judgment 
amounts, the results are record-breaking.  

The team consistently sought to use the litigation not only to 
obtain monetary damages for their clients but also to advance 
the science regarding industrialized animal feeding operations.  
The trial court granted a motion for site inspections that allowed 
leading scientists from Clarkson University, Johns Hopkins, and 
North Carolina State to enter and study the farms, resulting 
in one of the most detailed scientific views ever into these 

facilities, as the industry has traditionally blocked researchers 
from access. The litigation advanced the science of using 
microbial source tracking tools to track biological contaminants 
by their DNA signatures. Award-winning epidemiologist Dr. 
Steve Wing from UNC-Chapel Hill gave compelling testimony in 
a trial preservation deposition before his untimely death from 
cancer. This testimony was played during each trial. 

Smithfield appealed the initial verdicts to the United States 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. As the cases worked their 
way up on appeal, the team collaborated with a group of 
public interest lawyers and nonprofits who filed amicus briefs 
opposing the efforts by Smithfield and its allies to get the 
verdicts reversed. 

The appeal of the first trial was argued to the Fourth Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Richmond, VA on January 31, 2020. A 
written decision may come at any time. Further trials have been 
placed on hold pending the outcome of that first appeal. 

The Smithfield hog litigation has presented unique challenges, 
in part because it could not be brought as a class action, and 
has required personal attention to hundreds of clients and 
witnesses. The verdicts have already resulted in change for the 
plaintiffs, the hog farming industry, and our environment.

In response to the litigation, Smithfield went public to 
announce extensive upgrades in how it does business. Driven 
to action by the verdicts, the spotlight the verdicts cast, and 
the scientific data that was emerging, the company announced 
substantial capital expenditures (running to the tens of 
millions) to make changes. Smithfield is replacing mortality 
dumpsters, which spread fumes and germs and attract vermin, 
with freezer-style fixtures; moving to the use of refrigerating 

mortality trucks; replacing open-air spray guns 
for waste handling with subsurface injection and 
low-pressure irrigation; and covering open-air 
waste lagoons or replacing them with digesters. 
Access roads are being relocated away from 
homes, and extensive infrastructure changes are 
being implemented to capture greenhouse gas 
emissions and turn them into natural gas. 

The positive impact on rural communities of color 
has been significant. By forcing Smithfield to 
change its systems in the U.S., the hog litigation 
team is also causing change on a global level, 
impacting Smithfield’s China-based owner, WH 
Group, as it plans to replicate American food 
animal production systems elsewhere. The less-
polluting technologies the industry is forced to 
adopt here will have ripple effects across the 
globe, not least in regards to global warming.  

Not pictured: 
Lynn Bradshaw, 
Kaeske Law Firm, 
Austin, Texas

Mona Lisa 
Wallace,  
Wallace and 
Graham, P.A., 
Salisbury, N.C.

Whitney Wallace 
Williams, 
Wallace and 
Graham, P.A., 
Salisbury, N.C.

Daniel Wallace,  
Wallace and 
Graham, P.A., 
Salisbury, N.C.

Mark Doby, 
Wallace and 
Graham, P.A., 
Salisbury, N.C.

Michael Kaeske, 
Kaeske Law Firm, 
Austin, Texas

John Hughes, 
Wallace and 
Graham, P.A., 
Salisbury, N.C.

Lisa Blue, Baron 
& Blue, Dallas, 
Texas

TRIAL LAWYER OF THE YEAR Finalist



Pozner v. Fetzer et al.: $450,000 
verdict awarded in defamation suit 
to father of Sandy Hook shooting 
victim, against conspiracy theorist who 
claimed the massacre was a hoax

The team litigated a defamation case on behalf of Leonard 
Pozner, whose six-year-old son was murdered at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in December of 2014, against James Fetzer, 
a retired former professor who has harassed victims’ families 
claiming the massacre never happened. Fetzer published 
a book called “Nobody Died At Sandy Hook” that accused 
Pozner of distributing a forged death certificate for his son as 
part of a secret operation to erode Second Amendment rights.

Pozner filed a complaint in late 2018 in Dane County, Wisconsin, 
where Fetzer resides, asserting multiple counts of defamation. 
Plaintiff moved for summary judgment on liability; evidence in 
support of the motion included two rounds of DNA analysis 
from samples obtained by the coroner during the murdered 
boy’s post-mortem exam. The team moved to exclude all of 
Fetzer’s experts on Daubert grounds, and the court found that 
the experts’ opinions were not admissible. In June of 2019, 
the court ruled from the bench that each of four statements 
published by Fetzer were defamatory as a matter of law.

Following the court’s finding, Pozner’s team then pursued 
damages. To avoid giving Fetzer a platform that might enable 

him to gain attention for his hateful rhetoric, Pozner dropped 
his punitive damages claim on the eve of trial. Pozner’s legal 
team tried compensatory damages to a jury in October of 
2019 and obtained a $450,000 verdict for emotional distress 
and damage to Pozner’s reputation. After trial, Pozner 
requested a permanent injunction against further publication 
of the defamatory statements. Although Wisconsin does not 
categorically bar prior restraints on speech, they are highly 
disfavored under the state and federal constitutions. The legal 
team was able to craft an injunction that balanced harm to 
Pozner against First Amendment concerns.

Fetzer has twice been held in contempt for violating the 
court’s confidentiality order by disclosing Pozner’s deposition 
transcript and video to unauthorized recipients. Fetzer sent 
copies of Pozner’s videotaped deposition to other conspiracy 
theorists, who then posted Pozner’s face online and sent emails 
to the hoaxer community alleging that Pozner is an imposter.  
Pozner has been the target of death threats and takes great 
pains to protect his identity, so this disclosure was especially 
damaging. 

At the first contempt hearing, the court sentenced Fetzer to jail, 
but stayed incarceration pending a set of purge conditions. At 
the second contempt hearing, the court refused to incarcerate 
Fetzer because of the COVID-19 pandemic, and instead 
awarded attorney’s fees for the entire litigation to Pozner, 
which should add increase the judgment to nearly $1.2 million. 

Pozner v. Fetzer is the first known defamation case tried to 
verdict on behalf of a victim’s family against alt-right hoaxers 

Jake 
Zimmerman, 
The Zimmerman 
Firm, St. Paul, 
Minn. 

Emily Feinstein, 
Quarles & Brady, 
Madison, Wis.

Genevieve 
Zimmerman, 
Meshbesher 
& Spence, 
Minneapolis, 
Minn.

Emily Stedman, 
Quarles & Brady, 
Madison, Wis.

who harass victims and their families after mass casualty 
incidents. The case also validates the use of the judicial system 
to separate fact from fiction. As such, it showed that courts 
can be a valuable way to expose hoaxers for their reckless 
and willful refusal to recognize facts as reality, and hold them 
responsible for the harm their defamatory statements cause. 

Recognizing the social and legal significance of the case, the 
lawyers took the case with full expectation and understanding 
that the realities of the litigation and the financial condition of 
the defendant meant this work would be pro bono, with costs 
advanced out of the lawyers’ pockets.

Not pictured: Marisa Berlinger, Quarles & 
Brady, Madison, Wis.

TEAM CO-COUNSEL

TRIAL LAWYER OF THE YEAR Finalist
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BERGER MONTAGUE
CONGRATULATES SANDRA ROBINSON AS 
WELL AS ALL OF THE FINALISTS FOR  
THE TRIAL LAWYER OF THE YEAR AWARD.

BERGERMONTAGUE.COM

              “A force within 
the realm of private litigation.” 
    LAW360
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                 of the profession.” 
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Consumer Litigation Associates Proudly Supports Public Justice! 

1-877-FCRA-LAW  www.clalegal.com 

LEONARD 
BENNETT 

MATTHEW 
ERAUSQUIN 

CRAIG 
MARCHIANDO 

THOMAS 
DOMONOSKE 

AMY  
AUSTIN 

KEVIN 
DILLON 

Our attorneys are recognized locally, regionally and nationally for their expertise. We have 
testified before Congress and received numerous state and national awards, such as being 
recognized as the top Financial Services plaintiffs’ firm in the nation by the National Law 
Journal (2019 and 2020) and for our pro bono service (2019 co-winner Pro Bono Award from the 
Virginia State Bar). Leonard Bennett was recognized as the 2017 Consumer Lawyer of the Year. 

San Francisco Bay Area   |   Los Angeles Area   |   New York

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
2020 Champion of Justice Award Recipient

SANDRA ROBINSON

www.cpmlegal.com

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, 
‘What are you doing for others?’”

     – Martin Luther King Jr.

Honoring the 2020 Public Justice Trial Lawyer of the Year Award

A lawyer who represents the very best of our profession
and society and advocates for those in need.



The world is brighter because of your efforts.

Congratulations to all Public Justice Award Finalists

Member FDIC.     ® and Huntington® are federally registered service marks of 
Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. Huntington. Welcome.SM is a service mark 

of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. ©2020 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated.



 

Focused on Clients, Committed to Results  

Kessler Topaz is a 
 Proud Sponsor of the 
 
Kessler Topaz is one of the world’s largest and most successful plaintiffs contingency 
law firms. Our lawyers regularly take on the foremost defense attorneys — and win — 
in class actions, shareholder derivative suits, direct shareholder litigation, antitrust 
litigation, and other complex litigation around the globe.   We are proud to have 
recovered billions of dollars for our clients. 

www.ktmc.com 

280 King of Prussia Road, Radnor, Pennsylvania 19087  
Phone: 610-667-7706  •  Facsimile: 610-667-7056  •  info@ktmc.com 
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LIEFF CABRASER SALUTES 
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Landmark Litigation
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Anne McGinness Kearse, Mimi Liu, Esther Berezofsky 
and all the attorneys at Motley Rice are immensely 
proud to support and contribute to an organization 

so instrumental in high-impact litigation.

Here’s to 

PUBLIC JUSTICE 
and all who answer the call, 

one case at a time.  

THE BOLD PURSUIT OF JUSTICE 
AND EQUITABLE HUMAN RIGHTS 

BENEFITS US ALL.

Our history makes us bold. 
OUR BOLDNESS MAKES HISTORY®.

28 BRIDGESIDE BLVD.
MT. PLEASANT, SC 29464

SC | RI | CT | NY | WV
DC | LA | MO | NJ | PA

Motley Rice LLC, a South Carolina Limited Liability Company, is engaged in the New Jersey practice of law through Motley Rice New Jersey LLC. 
Esther Berezofsky attorney responsible for New Jersey practice.

In A World of Uncertainty
We are certain about the work we do. We fight for social justice in individual and class actions.

IDS Center, 80 South 8th Street, Suite 4600, Minneapolis, MN 55402  (612) 256-3200

235 Montgomery Street, Suite 810, San Francisco, CA 94104  (415) 277-7235    

www.NKA.com



Pitt McGehee
Palmer Bonanni & Rivers
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We’re proud to be among the nominees for 2020 Trial Lawyer of the Year
and thank all the nominees for their dedicaton to justice.

When you see something that is not right, not fair, 
not just, you have to speak up. You have to say 
something; you have to do something.
John Lewis

Robins Kaplan LLP is proud to
support Public Justice and its mission to pursue 
positive change and promote access to the civil 
justice system.

Working for Justice Until Justice Works for All

BISMARCK | BOSTON | LOS ANGELES | MINNEAPOLIS | NAPLES | NEW YORK | SILICON VALLEY | SIOUX FALLS

Congratulations to the 2020 Champion of Justice Award Recipient
Sandra Robinson. 



2020
THE YEAR OF MURDER HORNETS, COVID-19,  

AND UNPARALLELED ASSAULTS ON OUR NATION. 

Thank you, Public Justice, for being  
a source of light in these dark times.

We are strong supporters of Public Justice. Congratulations 
to our own Beth Terrell for serving as President this past 
year, and good luck to incoming President Eric Cramer!

Our attorneys have successfully resolved class-action and 
multi-party litigation involving wage and hour violations, 

consumer fraud, defective products, civil rights, and 
environmental protection. 

civil rights, and environmental 
protection. 



  

 

 
 

 
  





AdvoTrac®

Case Expense
Funding Service

 Get Even Better Results for Clients

 Increase Case Inventory

	 Increase	Profits	and	Cash	Flow
 Decrease Risk for Partners

	 Expand	into	New	Practice	Areas
 Buy Out an Existing Partner

	 Increase	your	Firm’s	Reputation
	 Increase	Partner	Liquidity

Your Goals
Our AdvoTrac® Case Expense 

Funding Service can help your law 
firm achieve many different goals.

www.AdvocateCapital.com
1-877-894-9724

Congratulations on the 
38th Annual 

Public Justice Gala

Class Action Administration

Contact us for a Quote

1250 Northland Drive, Suite 240| Mendota Heights MN 55120

w w w . A t t i c u s A d m i n . c o m

Claims Processing | Direct Notice | Digital Notice 
QSF | Disbursement Tax Reporting

Christopher Longley
CEO - Atticus Administration, LLC

 clongley@atticusadmin.com 
1 – 844 – 728 – 8428

CLASS ACTION &
MASS TORT SERVICES

KCCLLC.COM
To learn more, 
please email classaction@kccllc.com 
or call 866.381.9100.

KCC is proud to support 
Public Justice.

We appreciate your commitment 
to combatting social and 

economic injustice.

KCC brings expertise, value and high-quality 
service to each case we administer.

Our team provides professional-level client 
service and innovative technology solutions 
to support your critical business processes 

and transactions.



A Clearer  Path

P&N Settlement Admin Services is proud to 
sponsor the 38th Annual Public Justice 

Virtual Gala and Awards Presentation

Standing United with the Community is one of P&N’s core values, and we 
are grateful for the opportunity to support Public Justice, a high-impact 

agent for change, on issues of social and economic injustice. 
A virtual toast to A New Decade of Impact and Change!

as surance  –   consu l t ing   –   t a x   –   te chno lo gy  –   pncpa.com
P o s t le t hwa i te  &  N e t te r v i l le ,  A  P ro fe s s i o n a l  A c c o u n t i n g  C o rp o ra t i o n



Seth Lesser
 

and
 

Klafter Olsen & 
Lesser

 
Are Proud to Support 

and Stand With
All the Work that 

Public Justice Does

Please Text 

“justice” 
to 345345 

to make a 100% tax 
deductible donation 
to ensure the critical 

work of Public  
Justice is able to 

continue.



Public Justice thanks the following 
donors who generously supported 
our Justice For All Fund: Opening 
the Courthouse Doors

The list below is as of June 30, 2020 

$100,000 and above
Russell Budd – Baron & Budd, PC
Robert A. Clifford – Clifford Law Offices
Joseph W. Cotchett – Cotchett, Pitre & 

McCarthy LLP
Grant & Eisenhofer, PA
Kessler Topaz Meltzer & Check, LLP
Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein
Motley Rice LLC
Simmons Hanly Conroy
David F. Sugerman
Thomas and Meredith Sobol

$50,000-$74,999
Kazan, McClain, Satterly & Greenwood, PLC
Leonard Bennett – Consumer Litigation 

Associates, PC
Majed Nachawati – Fears Nachawati
Todd Schneider – Schneider Wallace 

Cottrell Konecky Wotkyns LLP
Gerson Smoger – Smoger and Associates
Michael Thornton – Thornton Law Firm
Kenneth A. Wexler, Edward A. Wallace – 

Wexler Wallace LLP

$25,000-$49,999
Mary Alexander – Mary Alexander & 

Associates, P.C.
Anne Andrews – Andrews Thornton
Benjamin Bailey – Bailey & Glasser, LLP
Eric Cramer - Berger Montague 
Mark Bronson and Lauren Bronson – 

Newman Bronson & Wallis
Steve Bronson – The Bronson Firm
Roxanne Conlin – Roxanne Conlin & 

Associates
Eisenberg Rothweiler Winkler Eisenberg 

& Jeck
Bruce Pfaff – Pfaff, Gill, & Ports, Ltd.
Beth E. Terrell – Terrell Marshall Law 

Group, PLLC
Hassan Zavareei – Tycko & Zavareei

$15,000 - $24,999
Kristen A. Johnson
James R. Dugan
Stanley D. Saltzman –  

Marlin & Saltzman, LLP 

$10,000 - $14,999
Lauren Barnes
Jeffrey D. Eisenberg
Finkelstein, Blankinship,  

Frei-Pearson & Garber, LLP
George Bellas

Harry Deitzler – Hill, Peterson, Carper, 
Bee, & Deitzler

Jeffrey Kaliel – Kaliel PLLC
Joseph L. Messa, Jr.
David S. Nalven
Tousley Brain Stephens, PLLC
Aimee Wagstaff and Vance Andrus –
Andrus Wagstaff
 
$5,000 - $9,999
Robert M. Bramson
Michael Denton – Denton Law Firm
Matt & Abby Edling
Ray Gallo, Gallo LLP
Gaylord-Eyerman Family Fund
Deepak Gupta & Molly Springfield
Eric A. Grover – Keller Grover, LLP
Steve Heimberg – Heimberg Barr, LLP
Steve Herman – Herman, Herman, & Katz, 

LLC
Shirley Huang
Michael O’B. Keating
Andrew A. Lemmon – Lemmon Law Firm, LLC
Mimi Y. Liu
Jonathan Marshall – Bailey & Glasser
Michael & Peggy Pitt
Robert J. Nelson
Anna Prakash – Nichols Kaster, PLLP
Victoria S. Nugent
Lee Rohn – Lee J. Rohn & Associates
Signal Interactive Media

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS!

55 Cambridge Parkway · Suite 301 · Cambridge, MA 02142 · P: 617.482.3700 · F: 617.482.3003 · www.hbsslaw.com 

Protecting the rights of consumers within product liability, 
tort, consumer fraud, antitrust, investment fraud, 

securities, employment, environmental, and ERISA cases. 

Top that, Cramer.* 

Thank you, 2020, for showing us that Public Justice’s work is 
more important than ever. 

 

* No, please don’t.  We need a break. Though we can keep the yoga pants. 

AUSTRALIA BURNING | BRINK OF WAR WITH IRAN | IMPEACHMENT   
BREXIT | TOM STEYER’S TIES | KOBE BRYANT | GLOBAL PANDEMIC  

BREONNA TAYLOR | TIGER KING | TRUMP CORONAVIRUS BRIEFINGS  
CANCELLED OLYMPICS | ZOOM IN YOGA PANTS  

PROTESTS ABOUT MASKS | VOTER SUPPRESSION | GEORGE FLOYD 
AHMAUD ARBERY | LAFAYETTE PARK  

WIDESPREAD PROTESTS OF SYSTEMIC RACISM | POLICE BRUTALITY  
RAYSHARD BROOKS | SOLDIERS IN CITIES | REP. JOHN LEWIS 

So Beth’s year brought us: 

And, of  course, locusts and murder hornets.      



THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS MEMBERS!

Public Justice thanks our Benefactor, 
Patron, Guardian and Visionary 
Members for their generous support. 

Visionary $60,000
Baron & Budd, PC

Guardian $30,000
Ferrer, Poirot & Wansbrough
Grant & Eisenhofer, PA
Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder, PC
Motley Rice LLC

Patron $12,000
Anapol Weiss
Arias Sanguinetti Wang & Torrijos, LLP
Leonard Bennett
Bonnett, Fairbourn, Friedman & Balint, PC
Elizabeth Cabraser
Casey Gerry Schenk Francavilla Blatt & 

Penfield
Chimicles Schwartz Kriner & Donaldson-

Smith, LLP
Ciresi Conlin, LLP
Clifford Law Offices, PC
Cotchett, Pitre & McCarthy, LLP
DiCello Levitt & Gutzler, LLC
Domnick Cunningham & Whalen

Dworken & Bernstein Co., LPA
Feldman Shepherd Wohlgelernter Tanner, 

et al.
Foshee & Yaffe Attorneys at Law
Francis Mailman Soumilas, PC
Gibbs Law Group, LLP
Greene Broillet & Wheeler, LLP
Greg Coleman Law, PC
The Homampour Law Firm
Kathryn Hutcheson
Illinois Trial Lawyers Association
Irpino, Avin & Hawkins Law Firm
Javerbaum Wurgaft Hicks Kahn Wikstrom 

& Sinins, PC
Jones, Swanson, Huddell & Garrison, LLC
Keller | Lenkner, LLC
Kershaw, Cook & Talley PC
Kessler Topaz Meltzer & Check, LLP
Kiesel Law, LLP
Klafter Olsen & Lesser, LLP
Kopelowitz Ostrow PA 
Kreindler & Kreindler, LLP
The Lanier Law Firm
Law Offices of James Scott Farrin
Leventhal Puga Braley, PC
Levin Papantonio Thomas Mitchell Rafferty 

& Proctor, PA
Levin Sedran & Berman
Marlin & Saltzman, LLP

Martin Law, LLC
Matthews & Associates
McDonald Worley, PC
Metier Law Firm, LLC
Milberg Phillips Grossman LLP
The Miller Law Firm
Morgan & Morgan, PA
The Nations Law Firm
Newman Bronson & Wallis
Panish, Shea & Boyle, LLP
Pogust Millrood, LLC
Pond Lehocky Giordano, LLP
Regan Zambri & Long, PLLC
Robbins, LLP
Robinson Calcagnie Robinson Shapiro 

Davis, Inc.
Saltz, Mongeluzzi, Barrett & Bendesky, PC
Sanford Heisler Sharp, LLP
Sher Edling, LLP
Shernoff Bidart Echeverria LLP
Simmons Hanly Conroy
Simon Greenstone Panatier, PC
Sommers Schwartz, PC
Spohrer & Dodd, PL
SWMW Law
Terrell Hogan
Terrell Marshall Law Group, PLLC
Thornton Law Firm, LLP
Thorsnes Bartolotta McGuire, LLP

continued on next page

TSR Injury Law
Tycko & Zavareei, LLP
Varnell & Warwick, PA
The Veen Firm, PC
Wagners - A Serious Injury Law Firm
Walkup, Melodia, Kelly & Schoenberger
Waters Kraus & Paul, LLP
Wexler Wallace, LLP
Whitfield Bryson LLP
Zimmerman Reed PLLP

Benefactor $6,000
Advocate Capital, Inc.
Aldous \ Walker LLP
Mary Alexander
Andrews & Thornton
Benjamin Bailey
Bailey, Javins & Carter, LC
Barnes Law Firm
Beasley, Allen, Crow, Methvin, Portis & 

Miles, PC
Andrew Bederman
Berger Montague PC
Blood Hurst & O’Reardon, LLP

Carpenter, Zuckerman & Rowley, LLP
Carter Wolden Curtis, LLP
Charles G. Monnett III & Associates
Crowley Norman, LLP
Cuneo Gilbert & LaDuca, LLP
Cunningham Bounds, LLC
Eisenberg Rothweiler Winkler Eisenberg 

& Jeck, PC
Fears | Nachawati
Frasier, Frasier & Hickman, LLP
Jeffrey Goldberg
Goldenberg Law, PLLC
Gomez Trial Attorneys
Grossman Roth Yaffa Cohen, PA
Hagens Berman Sobol Shapiro, LLP
Harris Lowry Manton, LLP
Hausfeld, LLP
Herman, Herman & Katz, LLC
Jaeckel Law
Jeeves Mandel Law Group, PC
Robert Jennings
Kafoury & McDougal
Keogh Law, Ltd.
Kristensen Weisberg, LLP

Craig McClellan
McGinn, Montoya, Love & Curry, PA
Messa & Associates, PC
Patrick Malone & Associates, PC
Paulson & Nace, PLLC
Pfaff, Gill & Ports, Ltd.
Power Rogers, LLP
Prince Law Firm
Troy Rafferty
Ramey Law, PC
Michael Reese
Reiner, Slaughter, McCartney & Frankel, 

LLP
Schneider Wallace Cottrell Konecky 

Wotkyns, LLP
Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart & 

Shipley, PA
Shepherd, Finkelman, Miller & Shah, LLP
Stanley Law Group
Stritmatter Kessler Koehler Moore
Stueve Siegel Hanson LLP
Zaytoun Law Firm
Zoll & Kranz, LLC

Listing of all supporters as of July 17, 2020

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS MEMBERS! 



OUR MISSION 
 

Public Justice pursues high impact lawsuits to combat social and 

economic injustice, protect the Earth’s sustainability, and challenge 

predatory corporate conduct and government abuses.

PUBLIC JUSTICE
I M PAC T. C H A N G E .

BECOME A  
PUBLIC JUSTICE SUPPORTER!

For more information, visit us at www.publicjustice.net.

Be Counted.

Public Justice members make our work possible. When you 

become a member, you join a united community of attorneys, 

advocates and allies who are working to ensure our courts 

are open to, and working for, everyone. You’ll also receive 

members-only access to PublicJustice.net, invitations to 

exclusive events and regular updates on our work. Most 

importantly, you’ll be counted among the growing community 

of supporters who believe in Public Justice’s work.

 
Make a Gift.

Donations to Public Justice are put to immediate use in support 

of our groundbreaking legal and public education work. Every 

gift – no matter how large or small – ensures we have the 

resources we need to bring impactful litigation that changes 

the law and changes lives, too. Your tax-deductible contribution 

helps us end bullying, protect the environment and fight back 

in court for consumers, workers and civil rights. Invest in justice, 

and impact change.

Leave a Legacy.

Our work changes the law, and sometimes it changes the 

future, too. Ensure that your passion for justice continues to 

have a lasting impact by joining our planned giving program, 

The Public Justice Society. When you include Public Justice 

in your estate plan, your bequest can help continue the fight 

for equality and fairness for generations to come. Contact our 

development department to learn how you can help shape the 

future of the Foundation and the future of the law.

 
Cy Pres Awards

Public Justice believes that cy pres awards are an invaluable 

way to honor and advance the interests of class members when 

complete dispersal of the award or settlement is not feasible. 

Through cy pres awards, the plaintiffs can provide a collective, 

continuous service to the public interest. Because of our wide-

ranging docket, Public Justice Foundation is an excellent 

steward of cy pres awards.
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