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Arizona Judge Rules that Goodyear Cannot Keep Court Documents on Possible Deadly Defect Secret
Goodyear tried to hide documents related to possible deadly defect in tires still on the road
An Arizona judge ruled yesterday that Goodyear cannot continue to keep court documents relating to an
alleged deadly defect in Goodyear tires secret. The ruling comes in Haeger v. Goodyear, a case alleging
that the company not only sold defective tires, but knew about the defect, intentionally concealed it,
and lied to the public—and the court—for years in an effort to keep it secret. The case settled last year,
but thousands of documents regarding the alleged defect—and Goodyear’s efforts to cover it up—
remained secret. The Center for Auto Safety (CAS), represented by Public Justice, intervened in the case
to request that the documents be made public.
Yesterday, the court granted that request.
The court wrote: “Goodyear’s need to maintain the confidentiality of the information or materials
produced pursuant to the protective order does not come close to outweighing the public’s need for
access (through CAS) with respect to information that relates specifically to the G159 tire. That
information -- primarily concerning the tire’s design, its testing, the decision to market it for use on
motor homes, and the adjustment data generated by consumer experience with it -- should be made
public because it relates to and reveals a substantial potential risk to public health or safety.”
“This is a victory for transparency and for public safety. Companies should not be able to enlist the
courts in concealing information about the possibility that their product contains a dangerous defect—
information that if revealed might save lives,” said Public Justice Staff Attorney Jennifer Bennett.
“This decision is a rare example in today’s judicial environment of a court protecting people over the
auto industry,” said Jason Levine, Executive Director of the Center for Auto Safety. “For too long we
have seen this industry hide information about defects which, if they had been made public, would have
saved lives and prevented serious injuries. By ruling this information should not be kept secret, the court
has sided with the public’s need for vital information about defective tires to prevent more tragedies
like the Haegers and other families have suffered.”

The underlying case was brought by the Haeger family, several members of whom were seriously
injured in a 2003 RV crash in Arizona. That crash was one of dozens involving Goodyear’s G159 tires,
according to the Arizona Republic. The Republic’s reporting shows that “the company received more
than 614 claims involving accidents that resulted in death, injury or damage” nationwide, thirty-five of
which happened in Arizona. Despite this, Goodyear has never recalled the G159 tires, and they remain
on the road today.
In a 2012 ruling in a related case, a federal judge found that Goodyear and two of its lawyers had made
“repeated, deliberate decisions . . . to delay the production of relevant information, make misleading
and false in-court statements, and conceal relevant documents.” Access to the G159 tire-related
documents granted by the court today may reveal a dangerous safety defect in tires being used right
now.
On April 3, 2018, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) Office of Defect
Investigation took another step in its previously announced investigation of the G159 tires. NHTSA
submitted a detailed information request to Goodyear seeking details not only about the G159, but
about the tires Goodyear used to replace the G159 model. The request noted allegations of deaths and
injuries associated with the G159 tires based on information already made public – which may not even
include the allegations of deaths or injuries that are in the documents ordered to be made public by the
court today.
Public Justice pursues high impact lawsuits to combat social and economic injustice, protect the Earth’s
sustainability, and challenge predatory corporate conduct and government abuses. More on its Court
Secrecy project here.
Over the last 48 years the Center for Auto Safety has successfully led the fight for lemon laws in every
state, airbags in every vehicle, and recall repairs being made at no cost to the consumer. The Center is a
membership-driven organization headquartered in Washington, DC and is also home to the Safe Climate
Campaign, which fights global warming by working for big, specific measures to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. The Center is also the publisher of www.TheCarBook.com, which has for the last 38 years been
America’s most comprehensive car buying guide. To learn more about the Center please visit:
www.AutoSafety.org.

